THE WORD OF GOD
JESUS CHRIST THE WORD OF GOD

"In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God, and the Word was God." (Jh.1:1)

One of the most important, if not the most important things which I've been taught by, and learned from God, is that the eternal name of the one we call Jesus Christ is 'THE WORD OF GOD'   "In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God, and the Word was God", and "The Word became flesh and lived among us." (Jh.l:14)  At the end of the age, when he returns in glory to judge the world, the name by which he is called is again, the Word of God. (Rev.19:13)

The grasping of this simple truth of the Word opened my heart and eyes to many of the beautiful truths contained in the scriptures. For example, I realised that every time the Word of God is mentioned; every time God speaks, from Genesis to Revelations, that is Jesus Christ.

That truth exploded in my heart and mind when I realised what Jesus was talking about when he said to the Jews who were arguing with him about their belief in Moses, "If you believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about me. But if you do not believe his writings, how will you believe my words?" (Jh.5:46-47) 

The Christian church generally accepts that the first five books of the Bible were written by Moses. Therefore, Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deut​eronomy are all talking about the one we call Jesus, and we really must be able to clearly find him in ALL those books.

When we accept that the eternal name of the genuine Jesus Christ (and there are many counterfeits, Matt.24:24, 2Cor.11:5) is the Word of God, that he took human form so that we could readily identify with him, and that furthermore, the Word which was in the beginning, was God; then what Isaiah wrote by the Spirit of God takes on full, glorious meaning.  "To us a child is born. To us a Son is given, and the government shall be upon his shoulder (the cross) and his name (singular, not names, plural) will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace." (Is.9:6)

Add to that the Spirit inspired words of Paul, "In him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell" (Col.2:9), and "God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself" (2Cor.5:19), then we must surely begin to see, even though it may be only a glimpse, the immeasurable glory of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.

Now add, "He has called you through the gospel, so that you MAY OBTAIN THE GLORY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST." (2Thess.2:14)  And, “WE REJOICE IN OUR HOPE OF SHARING THE GLORY OF GOD." (Rom.5:2)  Surely one cannot but get very excited about what's in store for us at the revelation of Jesus Christ. (lPet.l:13)

Jesus said of Abraham, “he rejoiced that he was to see my day. He saw it and was glad" (Jh.8:56), and again "Truly I say to you, before Abraham was, I AM." (Jh.8:58)  

But when did Abraham see the day of Jesus Christ? In Genesis 15:4-6 we read, "The Word of the Lord came to Abraham -- and said, "Look toward heaven and number the stars if you can", then he said to him "So shall your descendants be." And "he believed the Lord, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness".  We must never overlook the simple fact, that in that moment, Abraham experienced salvation, just as we can today. That is why he is called "the father of all who believe", whether they be Jew or Gentile. (Rom.4:11-12)

If we show ourselves to have the same faith as Abraham when the Word of God comes to us, then we, just like him, are reckoned as righteous (Rom.4:22-25), and so we are sons of Abraham (Gal.3:7),"—“heirs according to promise" (Gal.3:29), "predestined to be conformed to the image of God's Son, so that he may be the first-born among many brethren." (Rom.8:29)  Those who share the faith of Abraham, share with him in the promises. (Rom.4:16) And remember, "he grew strong in his faith as (not and) he gave glory to God". (Rom.4:20)

But let's look at Abraham's faith, which was reckoned to him as righteousness to see if our faith really measures up.  When the Word of the Lord came to him, as recorded in Gen.15:4, he was not a young man. While we don't know his exact age, we do know it was somewhere between seventy five and eighty six years. (Gen.12:4 & 16:16) We also know Sarah was ten years younger, and was childless. (Gen.17:17 & 16:1)  Now natural man's logic would have suggested that Sarah's chances of becoming pregnant were very slim indeed. Yet Abraham, in his heart, rejected human logic and believed God, and grew strong in his faith by giving glory to God, living his life from that point on the basis of God’s promise being the only real truth.

After hearing and believing the promise, recorded in Gen.l5:5-6, of descendants as many as the stars in heaven, Abraham heard nothing more from God on the subject, till he was ninety nine years old. (Gen.17:1) That was when God told him Sarah would bear him a son and he would make her the “mother of nations". (Gen.l7:16)  Abraham was one hundred years old when Isaac was born (Gen.21:5), so, for a period of somewhere between sixteen and twenty five years "no distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God and he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, fully convinced that God was able to do what he promised" (Rom.4:20-21), by his Word. (Gen.l5:4)

God's Word has now come to us in the form of Jesus Christ. Do we, like Abraham, "hold our first confidence firm to the end"? (Heb.3:14) Do we, again like Abraham, grow strong in our faith by continually giving glory to our God, exhorting one another every day (Heb.3:13), thinking of ways to stir one another up to love and good works (Heb.l0:24), building ourselves up in our most holy faith (Jude V20), encouraging one another every time we meet together to trust in the Lord with all of our hearts, not relying on our own understanding (or anyone else's for that matter), acknowledging him in all our ways; his absolute, power, ability and loving willingness, to make everything work for our good (Rom.8;28); knowing he will direct our paths? (Pro.3:5-6)  If we will do these things with all of our hearts, then our faith will be as Abraham's, and like his, it will grow stronger and stronger.

Of course, knowing in our minds that Jesus Christ is the Word of God is one thing, but living in an intimate relationship with that Word as Lord of our lives, is another thing altogether.  Knowing in our minds, and agreeing with it by our intellect, is a lot like agreeing to marry someone by becoming engaged to them. But that's a far cry from being involved in the most intimate ways with them in the total commitment of marriage.

Sadly, there seem to be many people now who just stay in that first stage of commitment to God, engaged to him, almost like a defacto relationship, but very few seem to have reached the final stage of total commitment to him, of being actually married to him in total abandonment of self.  And that is really very sad.  If we’re like that, we miss so much, and put ourselves in a state of being in danger of never having been "known" by Jesus Christ, the Word, (Matt.7:22-23) in order to bear 'spiritual children' by him for God. (Jh.l5:1-8)

Don't be misled, this "knowing" that Jesus is talking about, is the "knowing" of Eve by her husband Adam. (Gen.4:1-2) Of course Jesus Christ knows us in every other sense of the word. The Word tells us so. (Jh.2:23-25)  Do you really want Jesus to say to you in the judgment, "Get away from me, I never knew you"? (Matt.7:23)

Jesus said, "Unless you eat my flesh and drink my blood you have no life in you" (Jh.6:53), and "he who eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life and I will raise him up at the last day, for my flesh is food indeed, and my blood is drink indeed.  He who eats my flesh, and drinks my blood, abides in me, and I in him." (Jh.6:54-56)  Again, "it is the Spirit that gives life; the flesh is of no avail.  The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life." (Jh.6:63)
Having grown up in a religious system which taught that its priests had the power, among other things, to change ordinary bread and wine into the actual body, blood, soul and divinity of Jesus Christ, I had to know for certain what Jesus was talking about in the above quote from John's Gospel.  I had to know how I could really eat Jesus' body and drink his blood. So, I acted on Jas.l:5-8, which tells me that if I lack wisdom, I am simply to ask God, knowing he will give it to me, if I trust him, and do not doubt!  For me, desperation got rid of any doubt, because I knew I could get my answer from nowhere else, and so, what follows, is simply what he told me.  

While to the natural eye, man is just a physical being, to God he is primarily a spiritual being, otherwise we could not have been made in his likeness, or image. (Gen.l:27) Physical man can only see the physical, and if it were not for my body, no other human would know of my existence, because my body is the physical evidence of that.  When we turn to the Word of God, we must realise we would not know of its existence, if it were not written down.  The scriptures, in the bible, are the physical evidence of God's Word.  The entire book from Genesis to Revelations is the body of Jesus Christ, the Word, which we must eat to have his life in us.

"Your words were found, and I ate them, and they became to me the joy and delight of my heart, for I am called by your name Lord God Almighty." (Jer.l5:16)  Again, “Eat this scroll, and go speak to the house of Israel.  So I opened my mouth and he gave me the scroll to eat. And he said to me ‘Son of man, eat this scroll that I give to you, and fill your stomach with it.’  Then I ate it, and it was as sweet as honey in my mouth." (Ezek.3:1-3) Once more, "Man does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God." (Deut.8:3, Matt.4:4)  So when Jesus said, "eat my flesh", he was telling us to take the written Word into our hearts - to eat it.  The wonderfully amazing thing about this is, if we do it gladly, the Word, on its part, will do its own work in us, provided we give it (him) free course in, and complete access to, every area and corner of our lives (Heb.4:12-13), and it will also develop in us an appetite for itself. (Jer.l5:16, Ezek.3:1-3)  

We all know and understand, I presume, that if one takes all the blood out of any living being, that being is dead. It is on this basis that God says "the life of the flesh is in the blood". (Lev.17:11)  In the same way, it is the Spirit of the Word which gives life to the written Word.  Without the Spirit we have only the ‘written code’, and that, of itself, just brings death. (2Cor.3:6)

No one knows what was in God's mind when he caused his Word to be written down for us, except the Spirit of God. (lCor.2:11) No one knows how to apply it in my life except, again, the Spirit of God in me, or the same Spirit in a brother or sister in the Lord. (1Cor.2:13)  And we have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit which is from God, that we might understand the things, or gifts, bestowed on us by God". (lCor.2:12)

Surely, one of the greatest gifts he has given us is his Word, in written form. And we have no right to expect to understand that mighty Word unless we are reborn, Spirit filled, children of God, thereby being in a position of having him reveal that Word to us, either directly, or through others who also actually possess that same Spirit, the Spirit of his Word, and have the mind of Christ dwelling in them. (1Cor.2:13-16, 1:20-31, 3:18-21)  

If these things are so in our hearts and lives, and in those brothers and sister around us, then we can freely drink the life-giving blood of Jesus, the Spirit of the Word, that living water which flows into, and out of, those who know, and are known by, the Word of God, the Lord Jesus Christ. (Jh.4:10 & 14, 7:37-39, 15:7-8)
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